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They	put	us	in	a	room	.	.	.	then	they	brought	two	kids	in.	One	was	eleven	and	one	was	
five.	The	five-year-old	started	crying.	He	was	looking	for	his	mom.	He	said,	“They	took	
my	mama	away	from	here.”	We	called	an	immigration	officer	.	.	.	They	told	him,	“Your	
mom	is	there.	She	will	come	later.”	The	11-year-old	boy	said,	“No	his	mom	is	not	coming	
back	because	she	was	deported	to	Guatemala.”	And	they	left	this	child	there	by	himself	.	
.	.	We	were	so	many	that	we	were	overlapping	with	each	other	and	they	kept	bringing	
more	people	.	.	.	Some	of	the	people	had	to	sleep	standing	or	just	stand.	–	Edmilson	
Aguilar	Punay,	15-year-old	(USA	Today,	June	22,	2018)	

	

The	Board	of	Directors	and	Affirmative	Action	Committee	of	the	Early	Childhood	Education	
Assembly	of	the	National	Council	of	Teachers	of	English,	as	experts	and	national	leaders	in	the	
field	of	early	childhood	education,	strongly	denounce	policies	and	practices	that	lead	not	only	to	
the	separation	of	children	of	any	age	from	their	parents	but	to	the	conditions	they	endure	and	
the	immediate	deportation	without	due	process	and/or	long-term	detention	of	families	who	
request	asylum	in	our	country.	It	is	very	clear	that,	as	Patrick	Reynolds-Berry,	a	case	manager	
for	the	Su	Casa	Hispanic	Center	in	New	York,	said,	this	results	in	“so	many	layers	of	trauma.”	In	
a	country	that	is	still	debating	reparations	for	the	inhumane	acts	of	separating	Native	American	
children	from	their	families	well	into	the	1970s,	African	children	torn	from	their	parents’	arms	
during	enslavement,	and	the	internment	of	Japanese	families	and	children,	we	see	history	
repeating	itself	in	the	inhumanity	of	current	events	and	we	stand	strongly	against	it.		
	

The	ECEA	urges	educators	to	take	action	now	by	providing	support	for	families	in	need	of	legal	
representation	(see	link	for	donations	on	p.	2)	and	working	to	pass	long	term,	humane	
immigration	policies.	At	the	same	time,	there	is	much	we	can	do	in	our	classrooms.	
Recognizing	that	these	circumstances	will	have	long-lasting	impact	on	children	who	are	
immediately	affected	as	well	as	those	who	are	watching	from	afar,	we	see	our	responsibility	as	
early	childhood	educators	as	four-fold:	
	

1. Gather	and	utilize	resources	to	support	the	psychological	and	academic	well	being	of	
children	in	our	classrooms	knowing	that,	whether	or	not	they	have	been	detained,	children	
from	a	range	of	backgrounds	are	traumatized	watching	the	horrors	of	current	events.	

2. Engage	in	-	never	shy	away	from	-	conversations	about	injustices	with	even	our	youngest	
children.	They	are	watching.	They	know,	they	hear,	they	witness,	and	they	experience;	
they	will	be	brilliant	and	insightful.	

3. Transform	our	teaching	of	all	children	so	they	come	to	appreciate	the	rich	resources	
(language,	cultural	traditions,	heritage,	knowledge)	brought	to	our	communities	and	
classrooms	by	people	in	our	historically	diverse	country;	take	responsibility	for	our	role	
in	raising	new	generations	who	will	find	joy	and	gratitude	in	diversity.		

4. Help	children	learn	strategies	for	taking	action	against	injustices	so	they	can	stand	for	
humanity	and	against	any	brutal	treatment	of	their	fellow	human	beings.	Children’s	
fears	can	be	lessened	when	they	know	they	can	play	a	role	in	effecting	change.		

	

Toward	these	goals,	the	Early	Childhood	Education	Assembly	offers	the	following	resources	for	
your	classroom,	your	contributions,	and	your	activism:	



	 2	
	
Contributing	support	for	children	and	families	who	are	detained	and	separated:	
	

*PRIMARY	&	IMMEDIATE	NEED!		While	books	and	classroom	support	are	
helpful,	what	is	really	needed	right	now	is	money	to	help	families	and	
children	receive	legal	representation.	Please	consider:	

The	Texas	Civil	Rights	Project:	
https://texascivilrightsproject.org/donate/	

	
REFORMA	Children	in	Crisis	Project:	This	project	delivers	books	in	Spanish	to	children	
and	youth	in	detention	centers,	shelters,	law	offices	and	group	homes	around	the	
country	where	immigrant	youth	are	sent	after	being	processed.	Donations	at	their	
website	are	preferred	so	they	can	avoid	the	cost	of	shipping	the	books	to	the	places	
they	serve.	They	purchase	NEW	books	in	Spanish,	bilingual	and	indigenous	languages	for	
toddlers	to	youth	in	their	late	teens	and	skillfully	match	the	content	to	the	language,	
social/emotional	needs	of	the	reader.		http://refugeechildren.wixsite.com/refugee-
children/donate	
	
KIND	(Kids	in	Need	of	Defense).	This	organization	gives	books	to	unaccompanied	
children	as	they	go	into	court	proceedings	for	deportation.	These	kids	and	teens	read	
Spanish,	bilingual,	and	indigenous	languages	but	books	in	English	are	welcome	too.	
https://supportkind.org/.	You	can	send	NEW	books	to	two	locations	that	serve	
immigrant	children	and	youth	in	those	areas.	
	

Alejandra	Tovar,	Paralegal	and/or	American	Hernandez,	Social	Services	
Coordinator		
KIND	(Kids	in	Need	of	Defense)	
UC	Merced	Fresno	Center	
550	E.	Shaw	Avenue,	Suite	240,	Room	10		
Fresno,	CA	93710	
	
Katie	Annand	and/or	Alejandra	Tovar	
KIND	(Kids	in	Need	of	Defense)		
200	Pine	Street,	3rd	Floor		
San	Francisco,	CA	94104.	

	
Rafael	Lopez:	You	can	learn	more	from	Rafael	Lopez	who	has	provided	guidance	to	
those	interested	in	donating	books	for	the	detained	youth	separated	from	their	
families.https://www.facebook.com/rafael.lopez.75470316?hc_ref=ARR57DlhHeSFjsD1i
qIwsg62EgCyXiHrGzF21OX6HwYxiu46sZRIx4uvi-LSO8Xeeik&fref=nf	

	
Website	with	tools	and	resources	for	teachers:	
	

https://unitedwedream.org/tools/		
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Children’s	books	to	initiate	classroom	discussion:	
	

Website:	Worlds	of	Words:	International	Collection	of	Children's	and	Adolescent	
Literature	can	be	a	powerful	resource	to	search	for	books	about	immigration	and	the	
refugee	experience	from	local	and	global	perspectives	www.wowli.org		
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Books	About	Children	Taking	Action		
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Leitich	Smith,	C.	&	Hu,	Y.	(2000).	Jingle	Dancer	
Levinson,	C.	(2017).	The	Youngest	Marcher	
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Resources	for	educators’	discussion	and	pedagogical	transformation:	
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