The Early Childhood Education Assembly is a young, vibrant group of teachers, teacher educators,
researchers, and educational leaders concerned with issues related to the languages and literacies of
children birth – age 8, their families, and their communities. Under the leadership of Vivian Vasquez
(2009-2011), Mariana Souto-Manning (2011-2013) and Dinah Volk (2013-2015), it has also become a
space of advocacy which works within NCTE to:
• encourage field-based research and theorized practice in the teaching of Early Childhood Education
across cultural and linguistic contexts;
• develop and promote equitable and culturally and linguistically teaching and learning in Early Childhood
Education within and across diverse communities;
• develop and promote practices that lead to a more racially, ethnically, socially, linguistically diverse
teaching force in Early Childhood;
• directly address issues of discrimination in the education of young children and their families with
regard to elements of identity including but not exclusive to race, ethnicity, class, language, gender, sexual
orientation, religion/faith, family structures, and abilities by taking a stand to challenge and change
approaches to teaching and learning labeled “appropriate” or “best practice” that establish children and
families of the dominant culture as the norm;
• sponsor professional development opportunities for those interested in language, literacies, and equity
in Early Childhood Education;
• provide opportunities for early childhood educators and researchers to learn from and support one
another; promote the articulation of thoughtful, equitable, culturally, and linguistically relevant Early
Childhood literacy practices;
• promote collaboration across professional organizations that focus on the education of young children;
support new teachers in Early Childhood Education; and
•
encourage and sponsor the publication of articles, books, position statements and reports that reflects
the above.
We invite you to explore this website and join our efforts.
Dinah Volk (Chair) and Erin Miller (Assistant Chair)

	
  

